Asia is the factory of the world for many manufacturing activities, for which promoting sustainable growth while maintaining a low-carbon or CO 2 emission profile is crucial. Decoupling emission of high greenhouse gases without compromising the economic growth is a great challenge. Advancement in clean technology and environmental policies, targeting the key emitter of GHG emissions, is crucial to drive the low CO 2 emissions development. Implementation of these measures would require continuous consensus building and the concerted efforts, involving multiple stakeholders at local and international levels, to reduce the carbon footprints.
The progress on low CO 2 emissions development has not been fast enough due to the gaps among the stakeholders including the central and local governments, experts and business entities and the community at large. International conferences could serve as the platform to bridge these gaps. ICLCA'16 has attracted 150 international researchers, local authorities and policymakers from the public and private institutions of over 15 countries (China, Czech Republic, Denmark, Greece, India, Indonesia, Japan, Republic of Korea, Lithuania, Kazakhstan, Malaysia, the Philippines, Taiwan, Thailand and Vietnam). The event was graced by the Deputy Minister, Ministry of Energy, Green Technology and Water (KeTTHA), Malaysia, with exhibition booths supported by the Malaysian local authorities from Kuala Lumpur City Hall, Johor Bahru Tengah and Kulai Municipal Councils.
Up to 15 thematic topics had been announced for the conference, indicating its multidisciplinary and holistic approach toward finding solutions for a more sustainable future. The topics included: RCChE is an annual program to share the most updated technology and research of common regional issues as well as to publicize the research work of AUN/SEED-Net members. These conference series have given opportunities for participants to discuss future collaborations and activities related to chemical engineering fields relevant to sustainability.
RCChE'16 focused on the latest developments in:
• This special section of this issue of Clean Technologies and Environmental Policy has been published within a brief period, which would not have been possible without the valuable help from 32 reviewers who contributed their valuable time and expertise to support the submission of high-quality manuscripts to this special section. The Guest Editors would like to thank all of them and especially those engaged in multiple reviewing and also involved in the ICLCA'16 and RCChE'16 Scientific Committee.
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